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CELEBRATING LIFE
We proudly welcome:
Baby Zofia, Baby Araya, Baby Alina,
Baby Joseph, Baby Tycen and Baby Levi
to the Bethlehem House family. You
are all perfect gifts from God!
Please pray for a graduate mom who
recently experienced a profound
loss. May she feel our community of
support, and know the presence of
God’s grace during this difficult time.

CONGRATULATIONS

To our Family Life Coordinator, Tammi Hess, for successfully
completing Bellevue University’s certification courses in Alcohol
& Drug Assessment Case Planning and Management, Clinical
Treatment Issues in Chemical Dependency, and Medical and
Psychosocial Aspects of Alcohol & Drug Use. These certifications
will help her further assist our moms with the complex and
deep-rooted issues associated with drug addiction and recovery.
Congratulations, Tammi!

Santa visits the

JOIN THE DISCUSSION

GRATITUDE

Bethlehem House is EXTREMELY
GRATEFUL for the many families,
parishes, groups, and individuals who
“adopted us” and met every need at the
House this Thanksgiving and Christmas.
A special thank you to the Northwest
Omaha MOMs group, for gifting the
ladies with a warm cooked meal,
fellowship and laughter.

The Humble Lily has become an
impactful component of our mission:
bringing awareness, career training,
and funds to families. We recently
started a discussion focused on next
steps and future expansion planning.
Join the discussion by emailing
info@bethlehemhouseomaha.org

December was a great month to see how our community continues to support the mission of Bethlehem House. One
special experience at the boutique was the presence of a Wish Tree. Donations pulled from the tree served as direct
aid to programming at the house. Santa made a special visit to the Lily as well. Residents, graduates and customers
brought their children to visit with jolly, old Saint Nick. Thank you Michael Elston for making this possible! For those
who Christmas shopped our BOGO holiday sales, please know every sweater and dress purchased provided a
package of diapers for BH mommies.
We encourage and welcome individuals and groups to roll up their sleeves and sort product with us any day of the week.
Call to inquire – 402.933.3366

OUR
MISSION
Our family-centered residential
care setting provides a place of
hope and empowerment for
women, pregnant and in crisis,
to choose life for themselves and
their unborn children.
Guided by our Catholic faith,
and in conjunction with
multiple community partners,
Bethlehem House provides
women, regardless of their faith
preference, with residential and
aftercare pathways for attaining
quality pre and post-natal care,
essential parenting skills and
economic security through
education and employment.
Bethlehem House
2301 South 15th Street
Omaha, NE 68108
402.502.9224
The Humble Lily
2580 South 90th Street
Omaha, NE 68124
Store Hours Mon–Sat 10-6
	Sun 12-5

BOARD LEADERSHIP

Kevin Bartak . Linda Maher .
Steve Knight . Patricia Forret,
RSM . Richard Muller . Tony
Krings . Craig Vavak . Mike
Bojanski . Fr Lloyd Gnirk . Laura
Buddenberg . Patrick Leahy .
Jeanette Wajtalewicz

BOARD EMERITUS
Dcn Terry Ficenec
Richard Gilloon

BRIGHTER SMILES ON THE WAY

Dental decay, infection and long-term lack of adequate oral care cause severe dental
disease leading to pre-term delivery or miscarriage. 80% of families living at Bethlehem
House need oral-medical help. To address this need, Dr. Lisa Strunk, DDS and Family
Life Director, Gina Tomes secured a community grant aimed to provide residents
with comprehensive dental care.

THE GRADUATE PULSE

Kelsey, a current resident, is working with a collaborative team of doctors and
surgeons to remove painfully infected teeth and replace them with modern, aesthetic
implants. In October, Kelsey delivered her child, Araya, by emergent cesarean. Her
obstetrician noted her placenta was infected which they suspected was due to severe
dental infection and abscesses in her mouth.
Now, after undergoing multiple root canals, extractions and oral surgeries, Kelsey
is smiling brighter. She is proud her life is coming together and is ready to begin
applying for jobs. She’s interested in holistic healthcare, t-touch therapy, and
homeopathic medicine. Kelsey’s teeth will play a big part in her confidence, health,
and energy level as a busy new mom. Dr. Lisa said she felt blessed to work with
Kelsey and looks forward to seeing her raise her sweet, little “Araya” of sunshine.
We are indebted to Dr. Strunk and her dedication to the significant problems our
pregnant mothers face.

A Bethlehem House Aftercare mom, not
wanting to be named or spotlighted, has a
journey worth celebrating. Her story depicts
the strength families show in overcoming
adversities and the positive, life-changing
impact made possible by the BH community.

HER STORY

BH FRIENDS GUILD

The Bethlehem House Friends Guild has fostered a big impact since its inception
in August. After hosting the 2017 Fall Fundraiser, the guild continues to develop
innovative ways to support BH. In December, the guild meeting took place at
Bethlehem House and members brought dinner and gifts to the residents. It was a
night of touching stories and Christmas cheer. THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO TO

SUPPORT OUR MISSION. WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

BH FALL FUNDRAISER
A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS

A night to remember! On October 27, the
Bethlehem House Friends Guild and volunteers
hosted this year’s Fall Fundraiser, Under Construction.
Co-chairs Lori Dvorak and Cindi Horning spoke to how
we are all under construction, and spotlighted how the
community is the difference in helping women transition from
surviving to thriving. The theme focused on Bethlehem House campus expansion
projects and sponsorship opportunities. In 2018, residential apartments and
a flexible meeting space will be built next door. This new space will serve a
multitude of needs as we continue to expand our alumni services. Thank you to
all who contributed to the benefit. The event was the largest and most successful
to date, raising more than 60% of previous years’ fundraisers.

Born to an alcoholic mother and uprooted from her home at the age of eight, she was in two different foster homes before
being placed with relatives on her childhood reservation. As she grew older, she started drinking. She soon discovered the
daily struggles and strongholds addiction causes. She remembers dark days with no light at the end of the tunnel and felt
hopelessly caught in a vicious cycle of multigenerational alcoholism and despair.
In 2014, she was pregnant and parenting a toddler. Her home involved living with an unhealthy, volatile man who overspent
needed funds on alcohol. She feared losing everything and recalls feeling paralyzed when attempting to make any changes.
She found the courage to ask Bethlehem House for help and the strength to take steps toward a new reality for herself and
her children.
Three years later life isn’t perfect and most days aren’t easy. However, with Aftercare and a continued maternal desire to
provide love and safety, we celebrate her many successes along this journey. She regularly attends classes and support
groups offered through Bethlehem House. Her school-aged child is on track and her three-year-old is bonded and thriving.
She is maintaining her sobriety, gainfully employed, attending support groups and week after week states they are, “doing
ok.” For this family, doing ok took several years of effort. Poverty and addiction are not solved overnight or even over the
course of one year. She tells us, “Bethlehem House saved my life. You have co-parented my children with me and have given loving
guidance to help keep my life in control...

...You help me to not want to go out and have a drink today.”
What does she mean when she tells us BH saved her life? Long-term dedication to the families we serve. That’s our mission.
To fully empower families until they break unhealthy cycles and create healthy new paths. Family support doesn’t end when
you move out of Bethlehem House. In fact, our outreach gets stronger and the meaning of what it is to be a part of our
adoptive family is deepened.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Holly Sak

GUILD LEADERSHIP
Lori Dvorak
Beth Wilson
Beth Reilly

GO ONLINE TO KEEP UP WITH
OUR MOST RECENT EVENTS:
bethlehemhouseomaha.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH US DAILY
In addition to visiting our website, find us on Facebook -search Bethlehem House Omaha and the Humble Lily by Bethlehem House- where we
post birth announcements, prayer requests, contests, special requests
and photos of our community in action.

YOU’VE GOT MAIL!

Start receiving our newsletter,
The Stork, in your email inbox

Go to BethlehemHouseOmaha.org and click
“Subscribe” to sign up. Our newsletter is one of the
best ways to learn about the women and children
living and learning at Bethlehem House. Be sure to
share it with your family and friends!

