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New Arrivals

Bethlehem House Babies
Jude | 1.6.19
to Sarah

2301 SOUTH 15TH STREET
OMAHA, NE 68108-3945

THE STORK | SUMMER 2019
Journey | 2.2.19
to Lisa

From the Desk of Holly

Bethlehem House Executive Director
People ask how we are different from a crisis center. Bethlehem House is
Omaha’s only campus providing a 12-month, 12-course residency program
followed by three additional years of wraparound graduate support, free of cost
to women in need. Bethlehem House is unique in that we not only offer hope
during crisis but are committed to transforming lives – work that can’t be done
quickly or easily. To plan for success, in 2019 our board of directors formed a
strategic plan and three-year budget, putting in place measurable steps and
initiatives to see the vision forward.

Azekiel | 5.13.19
to Rebecca

Sol | 6.25.19
to Minas

As the Executive Director, I support our holistic vision by balancing fiscal
security with focused spending, by staying current with our changing landscape,
and by leaning on God when the work is too heavy. I take comfort in the phone
calls from judges, social workers, and graduates who call to thank us profoundly. The BH model is working,
and area states have taken notice. Your investment makes both a tangible and emotional impact.

Trezhur | 7.20.19
to Anteneshia

With your help, we will continue to provide housing, curriculum, scholarships, legal aid, financial literacy
and faith formation – to fully meet the needs of at-risk mothers and infants in our neighborhoods.

save Date
E

OCTOBER 18, 2019 | 5:30-8:30
OMAHA MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN
AT THE CAPITAL DISTRICT

Tickets available now at BethlehemHouseOmaha.org

In service,

Holly Sak
Executive Director | Bethlehem House

Three Keys Scholarship Recipient
Destini Phillips

Awarded $2,000 through the Bethlehem House Three-keys scholarship
fund, Destini’s focus is finishing her associates degree and moving to
her bachelors. The scholarship will afford her the security of staying in
her current home with her children and continue the sense of stability
she works hard to maintain for her family. The funds also alleviate the
worry of reliable transportation. Destini points out that her vehicle is
used to get her to and from work and school and is the cornerstone of
being able to make progress, especially with three children at home.
The Three-keys scholarship program distributes scholarships ranging
from $500 to $2,000 annually to a limited number of Bethlehem house
residents and graduates meeting specific criteria including, displaying a
working knowledge of financial literacy by actively tracking their monthly
budgets and clearly stating how a scholarship will support documented
goals. The focus of the funding is to support efforts of individuals attaining
adult education, affordable housing and reliable transportation.

Our Mission

Summer

Resident Spotlight

To provide pregnant and
parenting women in crisis,
regardless of their faith
preference, with a home,
hope and empowerment
through life-affirming
services rooted in
Catholic tradition.
Bethlehem House
2301 South 15th Street
Omaha, NE 68108
402.502.9224
The Humble Lily
10730 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE 68114
Store Hours Mon–Sat 10-6
	Sun 12-5
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Sip N’ Shop Invitation

Host a private event for you and up to 30 guests. Enjoy
the run of the store, special discounts, and personal
styling from our staff. Bring wine, small bites or deserts
and leave with great deals, fun memories and a full
heart for supporting Bethlehem House. Great for office
meet-ups, birthdays, showers or church groups.
For information or to sign-up for your event, contact
Brandon at bsak@bethlehemhouseomaha.org.

Spirituality Model
Staff feel fortunate to foster spirituality into the care-centered programs
at Bethlehem House. Welcoming residents, staff, and volunteers of
all faiths, the programs intentionally offer exposure to formative
Christian values. Faith partners on and off campus offer strength
through diversity. On any given day you may encounter a Sister of
Mercy offering cuddle time to a newborn, a married couple preparing
a group meal, or a Jesuit priest saying daily Mass in our chapel.
Faith-led volunteers bring labor and love to not only Bethlehem House
but The Humble Lily as well. Bethlehem House staff make every effort
to speak to faith groups to bring awareness to the community of our
mission and funding needs. Contact us if your faith center is interested in
hearing about ways to support families rebuilding at Bethlehem House.

Faith Formation
Bethlehem House is a
partner and nonprofit
member of Heartbeat
International. A worldwide
initiative to better educate and support
life-affirming options. Heartbeat
International consists of more than 2,600
pro-life pregnancy help organizations.

Tell me about how you got your GED, your current job at the zoo, and what
you hope to do with your career in the future. I set a goal to get my GED before
my baby is born and I couldn’t have done it without Bethlehem House! I ended up
getting my GED in two terms (3 months) and I can’t thank the staff enough. They
are great support, along with motivating us to get ourselves together. I got my
job at the zoo before I started my GED and I got to experience a great crew in the
Sweet Shop in Glacier Bay.
After I’m back from maternity leave, I will return as a supervisor and also apply for
an internship as a handler at the zoo. I will attend UNL for my animal science degree
after I get my primary classes done at Metropolitan Community College.
What is your favorite Family Life course at Bethlehem House? There are many
classes I enjoy at the Bethlehem House. My favorite would be morning meditation.
It helps us wake up in good terms and discuss different topics and talk about how it
applies to us.
When you’re not at work or studying, what things you enjoy doing? I enjoy
drawing, writing, socializing, playing video games (if there is time), reading, and
watching crime shows or historical/environmental documentaries. Also watching
funny or cute animal skits because it brings me joy.
Tell us anything about your pregnancy and what you look forward to as a
mom. I was surprised and scared of course at first. I still am a bit nervous, but I
look forward to being able to watch my son grow and be there for him and support
him no matter what.
How do you overcome tough days? If I’m having a bad day, I usually try to
distract myself or talk to someone in my support group. To pull my problem apart
to the root so I can figure out why it bothers me or affects me.
How do you feel when you know you are winning? Well, I feel like I’m winning
every time I feel my son move and hear his heartbeat. Knowing he is alive is all
I care about in the end. I find it amazing that the human anatomy can support/
create/reproduce such a wonderful thing. My own personal accomplishments make
me feel more empowered to be able to overcome a lot that I face as well.
What advice would you give to girls considering living at Bethlehem House?
Don’t let negativity overwhelm you. Be kind and never lower yourself because
another person is having a bad day. Offer to help or make simple gestures to try
to make them feel better, though never forget we all have our own battles so don’t
take on others if it’s too much.
What’s a personal quote or motto you live by? Show kindness, no matter how
others treat you, for positivity is a way to burn through negativity.

“They are
great support,
along with
motivating us
to get ourselves
together.”

Mentors Make The Difference
We are on a long-term quest to successfully link graduate families with adult mentors. Why? Mentors significantly
increase a young adult’s likelihood of going to college and pursuing leadership positions in the community.
Bethlehem House is thrilled to collaborate with Mentor Nebraska this summer. Mentor Nebraska uses a proven
state-wide quality mentor training platform – to empower mentors with tools to screen safety concerns and help
families affected by trauma. Mentors support young mothers and families in the community through positive
encouragement, celebrating success, and healthy tools to overcome obstacles.
To learn more about mentoring or to become a BH mentor, please email Gina at familylife@bethlehemhouseomaha.org.

